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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The objective of the Value of Agricultural Commodities Produced 
(VACP) collections is to calculate an annual value of the agricultural 
commodities produced in Australia by understanding the volume of 
commodities produced and the price achieved both at the farm gate 
(local value) and in the wholesale market (gross value) for the 
production. 


The purpose of the VACP collection is to provide an estimate of the 
value of agricultural production in Australia by industry and by sub- 
state geographical areas (Statistical Area 4 (SA4) and Natural 
Resource Management region (NRM) in survey years, and to 
Statistical Area 2 (SA2) in Agricultural Census years). 


The price data are collated for each commodity and an average price 
is built for each of these commodities, for each state, to derive a set 
of weighted average prices, which are applied to production data 
from the annual agricultural survey to generate value of agricultural 
production estimates. 


Gross value is the value of production at the point of sale (i.e. where 
it passes out of the Agriculture sector of the economy). Local (basic) 
value is the value of agricultural commodities at the point of 
production. For the portion of the production not marketed (e.g. 
cereals and hay grown on farm for own use), estimates are made 
from the best available information and in general are valued ona 


local value basis. 


Marketing costs are defined as the costs of moving agricultural 
commodities from the point of production (farm) to the point of sale. 
Local value is derived by subtracting the marketing costs from Gross 
value. 


The publications contain information on the VACP compiled annually 
for all States and Australia. They include Gross and Local values of 
production for all agricultural commodities: unit gross values of 
selected commodities; gross value of production of selected 
commodities classified by industry of the producing establishment; 
and indexed (Chain Volume Measures) of production. 


PURPOSE 

Value of Agricultural Commodities Produced (VACP) estimates are 
used by a number of different sections within ABS National Accounts 
Branch for use in the estimation of the gross farm product component 
of the Gross Domestic Product and in the estimation of the farm 
unincorporated income component of the Total Unincorporated 
Income. The Input Output section relies on the VACP series to 
provide information about the supply of agricultural commodities at 
approximate basic values and at "purchasers prices" for incorporation 
in the input output tables. There is no alternative source currently 
available for use in the above estimates. 


Data is also used by the State Departments of Agriculture in policy 
formulation, by the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Economic 
Resources and Sciences (ABARES) for benchmarking purposes for 
the production of trends and forecasts for the Agricultural sector and 
by the Department of Agriculture (formerly Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF)) as input for the estimation of the 
Balance of Payments statistical series. The Department of Agriculture 
also use the estimates as input to the formulation of policies 
regarding the level of funding for Research and Development grants 
to industry bodies. 


The Agriculture Statistics program uses the VACP series in the 
calculation of the current year weighted average of unit values for 
individual commodities. This is essential to the calculation of the 
Estimated Value of Agricultural Operations (EVAO) for each unit to 
obtain a measure of the size and type of activity undertaken by each 
establishment. 


SCOPE 


The scope and coverage of the 2013-14 VACP price collection will be 
consistent with previous VACP price surveys. 

The scope of the VACP price collection is traders of agricultural 
commodities such as wholesalers, processors, and manufacturers 
who buy or trade the commodities for, or from agricultural businesses 
and includes: 


- grain traders; 

- other broadacre crop buyers; 

- Sugar mills; 

- cotton ginners; 

- egg producers; 

- nurseries; 

- fruit and vegetable wholesalers and factories; 

- freight companies; 

- packaging manufacturers; and 

- other agricultural service providers. 

Coverage of the VACP price collection is good, based on the volume 
of commodities traded compared with the estimates of production 
(from the annual agricultural survey). Coverage of the major cereal 
grains, rice, sugar, livestock, dairy and wool is at, or close to 100%. 
Other commodities are more difficult to measure; quantity information 
is not always available with pricing information. VACP price collection 
is a census of all units on the VACP frame (approximately 400 units). 
The reference period for the 2013-14 VACP collection is the financial 


year ending 30 June 2014. 


The frame for VACP price collection is partially created by the 
REASB using data extracted from the Business Register. It is 
maintained and supplemented with industry research utilising the 
Internet, Journals, newspapers etc. to ensure that coverage is kept 
up to date. This frame is re-used and updated each year, with 
changes made to reflect current business operations. 


DATA DETAIL 

Conceptual framework 

The Value of Agricultural Commodities Produced (VACP) series is a 
derived series whereby weighted average market values (unit prices) 
are applied to the production of commodities as recorded in ABS 
statistical collections (e.g. the annual agricultural survey, the five 
yearly Agricultural Census, the Wool Receivals, Purchases and Sales 
collection, the Livestock Slaughtering collection and Overseas Trade 
statistics). Exceptions include the production of milk, as recorded by 


the Australian Dairy Corporation and until recent years State Egg 
marketing boards recorded egg production. Egg production is now 
also collected in the annual agricultural survey and Agricultural 
Census following deregulation of the egg industry in all States. 


Initially value of production estimates were derived in order to provide 
estimates of what now approximates to Value Added. Value added 
was calculated by deducting a given range of expenses from the 
value of production to derive an estimate of an industry's contribution 
to GDP. Today, however, value of production estimates are 
presented in absolute terms and the National Accounts branch of the 
ABS is responsible for the derivation of Value Added. 


Main outputs 

Gross and Local values of production for all agricultural commodities: 
gross unit values of selected commodities; gross value of production 
of selected commodities classified by industry of the producing 
establishment; and indexed (Chain Volume Measures) of production. 


Classifications 

The broad commodity classification are as follows: 
Crops 

Cereals for Grain 

Legumes 

Oilseeds 


Crops for Hay 
Other Crops 


Pastures and Grasses 


e Cut for Hay 
e Harvested for Seed 


Fruit (excluding grapes) 


Orchard Fruit 

Citrus 

Pome 

Stone 

Nuts 

Berry and small fruit 
Other fruit 


Grapes 


e Table 


e Wine 
e Dried 


Vegetables for Human Consumption 
e Various vegetables 
Livestock Slaughterings and Other Disposals 


Cattle & calves 
Sheep & lambs 
Pigs 

Goats 

Poultry 
Livestock Products 


e Wool 
e Liquid Whole Milk 
e Eggs 


Other concepts (summary) 
Agricultural commodity - a product produced by the agricultural sector 
(including livestock and livestock products). 


Agricultural Sector - includes all "commercially" producing 
establishments with an Estimated Value of Agricultural Operations 
(EVAO) of $5,000 or more from production of commodities 
designated as primary to Australian and New Zealand Standard 
Industrial Classification (ANZSIC) Sub-division 01 "Agriculture". 


Estimated Value of Agricultural Operations (EVAO) - an aggregation 
of commodity values which takes into account (without double 
counting) the area of crops sown and numbers of livestock on 
holdings at a point in time as well as the crops produced and 
livestock turn-off during the year. It should be noted that EVAO is 
applicable only for industry coding and size valuation purposes. It is 
not an indicator of receipts obtained by units or of the value of 
agricultural commodities produced by these units. 


Establishment - Establishments are agricultural 
wholesalers/processors/manufacturers who buy agricultural 
commodities, and businesses who incur marketing costs for these 
agricultural commodities (e.g. transport, container and storage 
companies). An establishment unit may process products ina 
number of locations within a state with products sourced from one or 
more number of different states. 


Gross value - the value of production at the point of sale (i.e. where it 
passes out of the Agriculture sector of the economy). It is the value 
placed on recorded production at wholesale prices, realised in the 
market place. 


Local (basic) value - the value of agricultural commodities at the point 
of production. Local value is derived by subtracting the marketing 
costs from Gross value. Marketing costs are defined as the cost of 
moving agricultural commodities from the point of production (farm) to 
the point of sale. 


Gross and Local values of agricultural commodities produced involve 
some duplication, as they include certain agricultural commodities 
which are consumed as raw materials to produce other agricultural 
commodities (e.g. hay consumed by livestock). 


Average Gross Unit Values - are calculated by dividing the gross 
value of each commodity produced by the total production of each 
corresponding commodity. 


Livestock slaughterings and other disposals - includes two 
components: 


- Value of livestock slaughtered 

- Other disposals (which is the sum of the value of livestock exported 
overseas whether for slaughter or breeding, minus the value of 
imports of livestock, plus net interstate transfers (exports from State 
less imports into State) of animals intended for slaughter where 
available (now only between NT and adjacent states). 


Marketing Costs - the cost of moving agricultural commodities from 
the point of production (farm) to the point of sale (the market place), 
including freight, cost of containers, commission, insurance, storage, 
handling and other charges necessarily incurred by the producer in 
delivering commodities to the market place. Marketing costs are not 
on acompletely comparable basis between states and in addition, 
accurate information is difficult to obtain for many items. Asa 
consequence, differences between states in the relationship of local 
to gross value should be regarded with some caution. 


Market Place - the point(s) of valuation of a commodity where 
ownership of the commodity is relinquished by the agricultural sector 
as defined for Value of Agricultural Commodities Produced (VACP) 
purposes. In general this is the metropolitan market in each state. 
Where commodities are consumed locally, or where they become 
raw material for a secondary industry, these points are presumed to 
be the market place. 


Recorded Production - production as recorded in ABS statistical 
collections (e.g. the Agricultural Census, the Wool Receivals, 
Purchases and Sales collection and Overseas Trade and 
Manufacturing Sections statistics). Exceptions include the production 
of Milk as recorded by the Australian Dairy Corporation. 


Reference Period - for most crops this refers to the season ended 30 
June. However, production is valued for those summer crops, 
orchard fruit and vegetable crops where the harvesting period 


extends beyond 30 June. Livestock slaughterings and other disposals 
relate to 30 June. For all commodities, values are in respect of 
production during the financial year irrespective of when payments 
are actually made. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 

Australia 

New South Wales 

Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 

Western Australia 

Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 

Comments and/or Other Regions 

VACP estimates are available by industry and by sub-state 
geographical areas. Since migrating to the Australian Statistical 
Geography Standard (ASGS) in 2011, data is available at National, 
State, Statistical Area 4 (SA4) and Natural Resource Management 
region (NRM) in survey years, and at Statistical Area 2 (SA2) in 
Agricultural Census years. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Annually 


Frequency comments 
Estimates are calculated twice per year: Preliminary Estimates and 
Final Estimates. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

For 1989-90 and 1990-91 crop estimates were based on production 
from farms having a minimum Estimated Value of Agricultural 
Operations (EVAO) of $20,000. 

For 1991-92 and 1992-93 crop estimates were based on productions 
from farms expected to have an EVAO of $22,500 or more. 

From 1993-94 estimates have been based on EVAO of $5,000 or 
more. Estimates from 1993-94 onwards are therefore not strictly 
comparable with data in previous publications. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 
Data is released annually. 
Collection is a continual process. 


Preliminary figures released in the November following the reference 
period. 
Final figures released in the following May/June. 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
09/09/2014 08:20 AM 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 


South Australia State Supplementary Survey - topic selected by State 
Statistical Priorities Committee and endorsed by Population Statistics 
Priorities Committee 


PURPOSE 


To provide information to assist in better targeting of public transport 
services, providing for latent demand for bicycle travel and identifying 
the scope for managing the demand for travel to reduce emissions 
and other environmental impacts. The information input to the 
development of transport policies and strategies to improve 
accessibility to employment . 


SCOPE 


Persons living in the Adelaide Statistical Division aged 15-69 years 
who are usual residents of private dwellings and caravan parks 
except: 


e members of the permanent defence forces; 

e certain diplomatic personnel of overseas governments, 
customarily excluded from census and estimated populations; 

e overseas residents in Australia; and 

e members of non-Australian defence forces (and their 
dependants) stationed in Australia. 


Coverage 


As per the Labour Force Survey, coverage rules are applied which 
aim to ensure that each person is associated with only one dwelling, 
and hence has only one chance of selection. The chance of a person 
being enumerated at two separate dwellings in the one survey is 
considered to be negligible. 


Persons who are away from their usual residence for six weeks or 
less at the time of interview are enumerated at their usual residence 
(relevant information may be obtained from other usual residents 
present at the time of the survey). 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 


Information was collected from individuals aged 15-69 years living in 
the Adelaide Statistical Division who usually work 15 hours or more 
each week. Data was collected on main form of transport to work. For 
those who drove, information was collected on: 


location of workplace 

reasons for driving to work 

number of passengers 

details of passengers - relationship, reasons for not taking 
passengers 

e incentives identified to encourage ride-sharing and willingness to 
ride-share 


Main outputs 
Employed persons: main form of transport to work 


Drivers to work: reason for driving, number of passengers, reason for 
taking passengers, reason for not taking passengers by location of 
work/sex 


Details on passengers available for both passengers from same and 
from other households. 


Benefit of ride-sharing by distance travelled/sex 
Selected characteristics by willingness to ride-share 
Classifications 


Standard Monthly Population Survey classifications (not including 
industry and occupation) 


Other concepts (summary) 


Standard Labour Force Survey definitions are used. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
South Australia 
Part of State Metropolitan 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


Adelaide Statistical Division. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Adhoc 


Frequency comments 


SA State Supplementary Survey. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 


Conducted in various forms in 1981 and 1991. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 


Data is available in ABS Cat. No. 9203.4. Customised data services 
are available to clients on request. 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
09/08/2005 10:44 AM 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The collection included all non-government businesses classified to 
the Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification 
(ANZSIC) Class 8640 (Veterinary Services). The veterinary services 
industry (being a class in the health services subdivision) had been 
included for consideration in the 1997-98 allied health industries 
surveys, however, due to resource constraints and the tenuous link of 
veterinary services to allied health services did not proceed. It is part 
of an annual program of surveys targeting the Services Sector of the 
economy. 


PURPOSE 

The objective of the survey was to provide the fundamental base line 
data necessary to understand the nature of the veterinary services 
industry and to provide a benchmark for measuring change over time. 


SCOPE 

The scope of the survey was all private veterinary service businesses 
on the ABS Business Register classified to the Australian and New 
Zealand Standard Industry Classification (ANZSIC) Class 8640 
Veterinary Services. This class comprises businesses of registered 
veterinary practitioners and also includes businesses mainly engaged 
in operating animal hospitals. 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 
Not applicable 


Main outputs 
The tables in the publication include: 


e income breakdown by source, including by broad type of 
treatment and sales of merchandise (eg drugs, pet foods, 
accessories) 

detailed breakdown of expenditure 

characteristics of employment 

location of establishment 

State data (practices, locations, employment, wages and 
salaries, total income) 

e performance ratios 


Classifications 
ANZSIC 


According to the Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial 
Classification (ANZSIC) (1292.0), each business unit is classified to a 
single industry. The industry allocated is based on an estimate 
expenditure on the primary activity of the management unit 
irrespective of whether a range of activities or a single activity is 
undertaken by the unit. 


ANSZIC has been used to classify management units included in this 
survey. Statistics in publications are generally presented at the 
ANZSIC Class level. 


Other concepts (summary) 
Not applicable 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 

Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 

Part of State Metropolitan 
Part of State Extra-Metropolitan 


Comments and/or Other Regions 
Data is available at Australia, State/Territory, and Met/Ex-Met level 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Adhoc 


Frequency comments 
May be repeated, collection frequency may be 5-yearly, but currently 
unkown 


COLLECTION HISTORY 
Data was collected in respect of the 1999-2000 financial year. It was 
the first time this industry has been surveyed. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 
Data available from publication: Veterinary Services, Australia (ABS 
Cat. No. 8564.0) 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 
The Vineyards Census is conducted on behalf of the Australian 
Grape and Wine Authority (AGWA). 


Frequency: The Vineyards Census was conducted annually for the 
11 years prior to 2009, with a Vineyards Survey being conducted for 
the 2009 reference period. For the 2010 reference period another 
Vineyards Census was conducted with the next, and last, conducted 
in 2012. AGWA have agreed to fund the Vineyards Census for 2015 
and again in 2017. 


Scope: The Vineyards Census is sent to all establishments identified 
as undertaking viticulture activity. These are establishments for whom 
a special vineyards flag is set on the ABS Business Register (ABR), 
or who have an Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial 
Classification (ANZSIC) code of 0131 (grape growing) or who show 
areas of vineyards on the Agricultural Survey/Census or more 
recently, the Rural Environment and Agricultural Commodities 
Survey. 


Statistical unit: Data is collected at the establishment level. 


Major commodity categories: 


e Area of vines at harvest (area bearing, area not yet bearing 
(planted or grafted before the harvest), and area not yet bearing 


(planted or grafted after the harvest)) 

e Production of red and white wine grapes; 

e Area of varieties removed; 

e Area of wine grapes left on the vine or dropped on the ground at 
maturity; and 

e Sources, method and volume of water used for watering wine 
grapes. 


PURPOSE 


The main purpose of the Vineyards Census is to collect varietal data 
on the main grape varieties grown in Australia as identified by the 
client Australian Grape Wine Authority (AGWA). The output from the 
Vineyard Census is produced at national, state and Australian 
Geographical Indication (GI) Region levels. 


For each variety, the major data items collected include: 


e Area of vines at harvest (area bearing, area not yet bearing 
(planted or grafted before the harvest), and area not yet bearing 
(planted or grafted after the harvest)) 

e Production of wine grapes; 

e Area of varieties removed; 

e Area of wine grapes left on the vine or dropped on the ground at 
maturity; and 

e Sources, method and volume of water used for watering wine 
grapes. 


The output from the Vineyards Census is essential for research and 
analysis by government and industry bodies involved in policy 
development, legislation, planning and infrastructure and by those 
directly involved in the grape and wine industries. 


The main user of this information is the Australian Grape Wine 
Authority (AGWA) who are funding both the 2015 Vineyards Census 
and the 2017 Vineyards Census , AGWA is the Commonwealth 
statutory authority funded by grape growers, winemakers and the 
Australian government. In addition to individual wine makers and 
grape growers, there are a range of other industry and government 
organisations that will utilise the statistics produced from the 2015 
Vineyard Collection, such as the Wine Makers Federation of Australia 
(WFA) and the Australian Government Department of Agriculture. 


SCOPE 

The scope of the Vineyards Census will be those agricultural 
businesses with an Estimated Value of Agricultural Operations 
(EVAO) of $5,000 or more as recorded on the ABS Business 
Register (ABSBR), and identified on the ABSBR as undertaking 
viticultural activity through survey feedback or ANZSIC information. 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 


Data is collected from all establishments which grow grapes, and 
whose Estimated Value of Agricultural Operations is over $5000. 


An agricultural establishment is an establishment which is engaged 
mainly in agricultural activities (i.e. classified to the Australian and 
New Zealand Standard Industry Classification (ANZSIC) Sub-Division 
01 - Agriculture). 


An establishment with agricultural activity is usually a single physical 
location which is used for the production of crops (including fruit and 
vegetables) and/or for the raising of livestock and the production of 
livestock products. 

Main outputs 

The main output consists of varietal data at different levels of 


aggregation. This includes commodity totals and commodity counts. 


The main varietal outputs are: 


e Area of vines at harvest 
- Bearing 
- Not yet bearing 
- planted or grafted before harvest 
- planted or grafted after harvest 
e Wine grape production 
e Area of vines removed 


Other outputs include (non-varietal): 


e Area of wine grapes left on the vine or dropped on the ground at 
maturity 
e Grapevines watered - source, volume, method and area. 


Classifications 
Geography. 


e The Australian Statistical Geographical Standard (ASGS) is the 
main geographical classification used. 

e Data is available at the national and state level. 

e Data is also output using the industry's GI regions (Australian 
Geographical Indications Regions). 


Industry 
e The Australian and New Zealand Standard Industry Classification 


(ANZSIC) is the only classification used. The ANZSICO6 code for 
grape growing is 0131. 


Commodities 


e Each commodity is given a unique Information Data Warehouse 
(IDW) name. 
e Most commodities will retain the IDW name from one survey to 
the next which allows for comparison over time. 
e Not all commodities/varieties will be collected each year, 
therefore there may be gaps for historical series. 
Other concepts (summary) 
Not Applicable. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 

Other (specify below) 
Comments and/or Other Regions 


Australian Geographical Indication (Gl) Region 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
2 Yearly 


Frequency comments 
Now conducted biennially until 2017. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

The ABS has collected data specifically for use by the grape wine 
industries since the mid 1970's and it is currently collected and 
processed by the Rural Environment and Agricultural Statistics 
Branch (REASB) located in ABS Tasmania. The Vineyards Census 
has been fully user funded since 2009. 


From 1998 to 2008 REASB conducted an annual Vineyards Census. 
However, in contrast to previous years, the 2009 Vineyards Survey 
was undertaken using a survey methodology and collected 
information on a reduced range of wine grape varieties, collecting 
information on only the major wine grape varieties with only wine 
grape growers in the scope of the survey. Previous Vineyards 
collections were conducted as censuses and included all significant 
varieties, as well as table, drying and other grapes. Irrigation 
information was also excluded from the 2009 Vineyards Survey. 


Also in 2009 the scope of the Vineyards collection changed following 
the migration of all agricultural collections to a business based frame. 
This business based frame replaced the land based frame previously 
used for the Vineyards collection. A minimum size cut-off was 
reinstated as the Vineyards frame became a subset of the annual 
agricultural frame. As a result, the scope of the 2009 Vineyards 
Survey was agricultural businesses recorded on the ABS' Business 
Register (ABSBR) above a minimum size cut-off of $5,000, as well as 
being identified on the ABSBR as a wine grape grower/vineyard 
through survey feedback or from Australian and New Zealand 
Standard Industrial Classification (ANZSIC) information. The 
measure of size was based on either the ABS' Estimated Value of 
Agricultural Operations (EVAO) or a derived value based on 
Business Activity Statement (BAS) turnover. 


EVAO scoping cut off: 


2008-09 onwards Reinstated EVAO level of $5,000 and over. 
1999-2000 to 2007-08 Estimated Value of Agricultural Operations 
(EVAO) restrictions no longer applicable. 

1993-94 to 1999-2000 Change in EVAO level to $5,000 and over. 
1991-92 Change in EVAO level to $22,500 and over. 

1986-87 Change in EVAO level to $20,000 and over. 

1982-83 Change in EVAO level to $2,500 and over. 

Prior to this, EVAO level was $1,500 and over. 


The ABSBR is based on the Australian Business Register (ABR) 
which is administered and maintained by the Australian Business 
Register. While the ABSBR does not include all agricultural 
businesses in Australia, it provides improved coverage from the 
previous ABS-maintained Agricultural Survey frame, since most 
businesses and organisations in Australia need to obtain an 
Australian Business Number (ABN) from the Australian Business 
Register for their business operations. The ABR-based register also 
provides more up-to-date coverage as it excludes agricultural 
businesses with cancelled ABNs and incorporates regularly updated 
information on agricultural businesses from the ATO. 


The 2010 Vineyards Census returned to a full census and was 
followed by the 2012 Vineyards Census. With future censuses 
scheduled for 2015 and 2017. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 
Collection is despatched May with data tentatively scheduled for 
released in October. 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
19/01/2015 01:10 PM 
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Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 


The first Survey of Voluntary Work was conducted throughout Australia in June 1995. 
The Australian community relies heavily on volunteers to deliver services. However, 
until the Survey of Voluntary Work was conducted, the extent of volunteer 
involvement in the total Australian community had been unmeasured. The 
information collected in the | Survey of Voluntary Work provides the first true national 
picture of the types of and amount of voluntary work done in the community through 
groups or organisations. It provided information on who volunteers, where they work 
and the amount of time contributed in volunteering. Information about the volunteers, 
their characteristics as well as their perceptions of the experience of volunteering was 
also collected. 


PURPOSE 
The major uses for the data will be to: 


e ascertain the number of people engaged in formal voluntary activities and the 
hours worked 

e provide information on the organisational settings in which voluntary activities 
take place 

e identify the types of voluntary activities carried out within different organisation 

e provide information about the socio-demographic characteristics of those who 
volunteer 

e provide information on the perceived benefits of volunteering and the opinions of 
volunteers on various aspects of their volunteering experience. 


The information will be used to assist in the planning of voluntary services and in the 
development of volunteer recruitment and management programs. The results will 


also be used to quantify the number of people and the time spent in voluntary work 
and to determine a monetary value of voluntary work. Principal users of the 
information will be the State and Territory Volunteer Centres, the Australian Institute 
of Health and Welfare, the Australian Institute of Sport, the Commonwealth 
Department of Employment, Education and Training and State and Territory 
Departments of Employment, Sport, Environment, Emergency and Community 
Services as well as research organisations. 


SCOPE 


All usual residents in private households are included in the PSM. The survey covers 
rural and urban areas across all States and Territories of Australia, except sparsely 
settled and Indigenous areas, which accounts for approximately 85,000 persons 
aged 18 years and over. The exclusion of these persons will have only a minor 
impact on any aggregate estimates that are produced for individual States and 
Territories, with the exception of the Northern Territory where such persons account 
for approximately 19% of the population. All persons living in non-private dwellings 
are excluded. 


The scope of the collection includes all persons resident in Australia and aged 18 and 
over except: 


e certain diplomatic personnel of overseas governments customarily excluded from 
census and estimated populations, 

e overseas residents in Australian and members of non Australian defence forces 
(and their dependants) stationed in Australia, 

e special dwellings, 

e persons in remote and sparsely settled strata 


Members of the permanent defence forces are in on scope. 


In the PSM, coverage rules are applied which aim to ensure that each person is 
associated with only one dwelling, and hence has only one chance of selection. The 
chance of a person being enumerated at two separate dwellings in the one survey is 
considered to be negligible 


All usual residents are included even if away from the dwelling for six weeks or more. 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 


The collection was conducted using the Population Survey Monitor (PSM) over four 
quarters, February, May, September and November. It uses all concepts available in 
the Labour Force Survey. 


A Volunteer was defined as someone who willingly gives unpaid help, in the form of 


time, service or skills, through an organisation or group. An organisation or group is 
any body with a formal structure. It may be as large as a national charity or as small 
as a local book club. Purely ad hoc, informal and temporary gatherings of people do 
not constitute an organisation. 


For the scope of the survey Voluntary Work included: 


e work for political parties or trade unions 


attendance at meetings where decisions are made, even if the person is not an 
office holder 

unpaid work which is recognised as voluntary work for an organisation for which 
the volunteer is also a paid employee 

attendance at self-help group meetings which provide mutual support to 
members 

unpaid work carried out as part of a labour market program 


The following were excluded from the scope of the survey: 


voluntary work done overseas 

bartering systems, babysitting coops 

unpaid work for a family business 

donating money, goods or blood 

time spent training for a volunteer position, or as a prerequisite for voluntarty 
work 

belonging to an organisation, but not doing voluntary work for it 


e attending church, fundraising functions or school concerts, unless some unpaid 


work,(ed taking up a collection, selling tickets or food) is involved 

unpaid work done for one's own employer, in the form of taking work home or 
doing unpaid overtime, which is required or expected of the employee as part of 
their paid employment, or which the employee chooses to do out of a sense of 
obligation 

unpaid work completed as a compulsory requirement of either a formal education 
course, such as practice teaching by trainee teachers or a community service 
order 


e ‘work for the dole’ 


travel time to and from the location of voluntary work 


e time spent 'on call’ (eg a volunteer for the bush fire brigade who is on call if there 


is a likelihood of fire) 


To retain comparability with past and future surveys, voluntary work for the Olympic 
Games was excluded from the estimates. 


Main outputs 


Publication : Voluntary Work, Australia 


(ABS Cat No. 4441.0) 


Population: 


Persons aged 18 years and over who had undertaken voluntary work in the 12 
months up to November 2000. 


Major Populations 


All persons 
Persons aged 18 years and over who volunteered formally in the last 12 months 


Information collected in the survey includes: 
Number of volunteers 

Number of organisations volunteered for 
Whether would have liked more training 

Type of training required 

Expenses incurred 

Whether reimbursement available for expenses incurred 
Concerns about aspects of voluntary work 

How long ago first volunteered 

Reasons for becoming a volunteer 

How first became involved in volunteering 
Benefits gained through volunteering 

For each organisation a volunteer worked for: 
Organisational group 

Length of time spent volunteering for organisation 
Activities 

Hours of voluntary work 

For Welfare/community and Health organisations: 
Groups assisted by organisation 

Data can be classified by other variables including: 
Age 


Sex 


Marital status 
Relationship in household 
Birthplace 

States and Territories 
Labour force status 
Status in employment 
Occupation 

Industry 

Main language spoken at home 
Educational attainment 
Field of study 
Classifications 


ABS standard classifications were used for items describing standard demographic, 
socio-economic, education, labour force, housing, etc characteristics. 


Industry - Australia and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification (ANZSIC) 
edition 1 - 1 digit level 


Occupation - Australian Standard Classification of Occupations First Edition (ASCO 
FE) from August 1993, 

Australian Standard Classification of Occupations Second Edition (ASCO SE) from 
February 1997 


Age - 5 year age groups 

Sex 

Marital status 

Birthplace 

Highest education level completed 
Household income decile 
Personal income decile 


Employment status 


Labour force status 

Household / family classification 
Dwelling structure 

Nature of occupancy 

State 

Metropolitan / ex-metropolitan split 
Other concepts (summary) 


Not applicable 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 

Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 

Part of State Metropolitan 
Part of State Extra-Metropolitan 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


Excludes sparsely settled areas 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
5 Yearly 


Frequency comments 


A survey was run in 1995 as a supplementary survey to the Monthly Population 
Survey, and another on the Population Survey Monitor through 4 quarters of 2000. 
There is likely to be a four or five year interval to the next Voluntary Work Survey . 


COLLECTION HISTORY 


The Survey of Voluntary Work was first conducted throughout Australia in June 1995. 
Voluntary Work 2000 was conducted in the months of February, May, August and 
November 2000. The survey sample size was 3,000, totalling 12,000 for the whole 


year. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 


Voluntary Work, Australia (ABS Cat No. 4441.0) was released in June 2001. A 
standard set of comparable state and territory tables is available, released in 
September 2001. A Confidentialised Unit Record File (CURF) is due for release in 
April 2002. Special tabulations are available for purchase on request. 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
05/06/2002 04:31 PM 


This page last updated 11 September 2008 


Archived content. See ABS Website for latest information and statistics 


Creative 
commons Copyright Disclaimer Privacy Accessibility Staff login 


Archived content. See ABS Website for latest information and statistics 


ABS logo 
a 
Statistics Census Participating in a survey About 


> Methods & Standards > Directory of Statistical Sources by Topic 


Volunteering Emergency Services and Crime, 
Tasmania 


Page tools: 


NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

This once-only survey was conducted to obtain information on the 
nature and extent of volunteering, the awareness of emergency 
services and the attitudes and perceptions to crime in Tasmania 


It was conducted as a supplementary to the October 1993 Monthly 
Labour Force Survey. 


The following information was collected: 


Volunteering 


e The extent of volunteering both on an informal basis and through 
formal organisations; 

e Types of volunteering (e.g. fund raising, caring for 
aged/disabled/sick, teaching/instructing, committee work); and 

e Educational attainment of volunteers 


Emergency Services 
e Presence of safety devices in the household (e.g. smoke 
detectors and fire extinguishers); 
e Awareness of fire safety procedures; and 


e Awareness of the State Emergency Service and its role. 


Crime 


e Perceived crime problems in Tasmania; and 
e The effectiveness of the Tasmanian police. 


Results were released June 1994 in Tasmanian Statistical Indicators 
(ABS Cat No. 1303.6) and in additional user tables. In some cases, 
additional unpublished cross-classifications of data items are 
available. Estimates were published for persons, and for households 
(for data relating to household safety devices). 


PURPOSE 
This survey aims to obtain information on two areas of interest to the 
State Government. 


e Inthe light of recent education programs, to re-examine 
community awareness of emergency services, and perceptions 
of crime and the police as surveyed in 1989; and 


e to assess the nature and extent of volunteer participation 
throughout the community both through organisations and 
outside organisations. 


Within Australia, social care has come to depend on volunteers and 
informal providers at all levels; both in ‘voluntary organisations’ and in 
informal help. Furthermore, in the recreation area the delivery of 
recreational services such as coaching and umpiring is provided 
almost exclusively on a voluntary basis. Yet, little in-depth work, 
especially in Tasmania, has been undertaken to identify the 
characteristics and activities of the numerous volunteers within the 
community. 


SCOPE 

This survey was conducted as supplementary to the Monthly Labour 
Force Survey. 

For the volunteering component of the survey, all usual residents of 
private dwellings aged 15 years and over were in scope. Special 
dwellings and visitors to private dwellings were excluded. 

For the emergency services and crime components of the survey, all 
usual residents of private dwellings aged 18 years and over were in 
scope. 


Other normal Labour Force exclusions apply to scope and coverage, 
for example: 


e members of the permanent defence forces; 

e certain diplomatic personnel of overseas governments, 
customarily excluded from census and estimated populations; 

e overseas residents in Australia; 

e members of non-Australian defence forces (and their 
dependants) stationed in Australia; and 

e Jervis Bay Territory. 


In the Labour Force Survey, coverage rules are applied that aim to 
ensure that each person is associated with only one dwelling, and 
hence has only one chance of selection. The chance of a person 
being enumerated at two separate dwellings in the one survey is 
considered to be negligible. 


DATA DETAIL 

Conceptual framework 

As the data were collected as supplementary to the Monthly Labour 
Force Survey, some data can be cross-classified with data from that 
Labour Force Survey. For example: 


Age; 

Sex; 

Employment status; and, 
Full-time/part-time employment status. 


Main outputs 

Main results from the survey were published in Tasmanian Statistical 
Indicators, June 1994 

(ABS Cat No. 1303.6). Additional user tables were produced and, in 
some cases, additional unpublished cross-classifications of data 
items are available. 


Population 

People: Volunteering: Tasmanian civilian population aged 15 and 
over. 

Emergency Services and Crime: Tasmanian civilian population aged 
18 and over. 

Households: for data relating to household smoke detectors and fire 
extinguishers. 

Main data items 

1. Volunteering: nature and extent of volunteer participation 
throughout the community: 


e volunteering through organisations and/or independent of 
organisations; 

years spent participating in volunteer work; 

hours spent participating in volunteer work; 

type of organisation for which volunteered; 

activity performed; and 

educational attainment. 

2. Emergency services: 


smoke detectors fitted in the dwelling; 

how often the battery in the smoke detector is changed; 

fire extinguishers in the dwelling; 

knowledge of what to do if respondent (and family) were 
threatened by fire; 

e how respondent found out about procedures to follow in the case 
of fire; 


has respondent heard of the State Emergency Service; 

what respondent thought that the Sate Emergency Service does; 
perceived major hazards posing a threat; and 

what respondent would do to make a non-urgent ambulance call. 
3. Crime: 


e those who considered crime to be a problem in Tasmania; 

e main crime concerns; 

e whether respondent considered that crime in their 
neighbourhood/area had increased, decreased or remained the 
same over the previous 2 years; 

e whether the respondent thought that the Tasmanian police were 
effective; and 

e what the respondent thought the police could do to be more 
effective. 

Data breakdowns 


Data were disaggregated at the Tasmanian level and at statistical 
division level (Hobart and Southern; Northern; and Mersey-Lyell) 
Personal attributes cross-classified included sex, age, employment 
status, and educational attainment. 

Classifications 


Classifications from the Monthly Labour Force Survey 


Employment status 

Full-time/part-time status 

Personal characteristics: age, sex 

Geography: Australian Standard Geographical Classification 
(ASGC) 

e Households with children present 


Other concepts (summary) 
Not applicable 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 

Tasmania 

Statistical Division 

Comments and/or Other Regions 


not applicable 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Once Only 


Frequency comments 
not applicable 


COLLECTION HISTORY 
Not applicable. This is a once-only survey. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 
not applicable 
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